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Partner Amy Oakley Receives 2024 “Top Women of
Law” Honor from Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly

Description

BOSTON, MA — Partridge Snow & Hahn (PSH), a full-service business law and litigation firm, announces that
Partner Amy T. M. Oakley was named one of Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly’'s 2024 “Top Women of Law.”
This highly coveted honor celebrates the achievements of exceptional women lawyers who are pioneers,
educators, trailblazers and role models, and recognizes their pro bono, social justice, advocacy, and business
efforts. Oakley and fellow award recipients were honored at a reception on November 12.

See Amy’s feature here:
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Amy T.M. OakLEY

Partner, Partridge, Snow & Hahn, Boston

Richardson School of Law

or Amy TM, Cakley, commercial
fimarsce chair al Partridge Seow &

Hakhis, the most gratifying part of
her jab i tbe chance o see something
impacthul and tangible emerge from a
lengthy process.

“Dhevedopars take a tremandous risk,
1% rewrarding to hebp thens mitigate the
donwnsicle a5 mach as posiible” she sy

An interest in polstics and policy
brought Oakley to the prolession. Atter
college, she moved to Havwall, where her
three sibfings bad relocaied, w atiend
the University of Hawaii Richardson
School of Law. Realizing she wanted o
practice in Boston, she altended Boslon
Ciollege Law School for her thind year.

Oakley has rrzn:tloed for aver 18
years and joined FEH In 200% Focusing
on financial transactions, she has
representéd meore (hen Genly eoders
imawer 500 loan transaclions wilk some
faciliies in excess of §100 millicn. On
the dr:v:ln[um:rt side, she has a kval
roap u{nﬁ:wh[\mcm companies had
keep her busy on commencial real estabe
projects throughout New England often
wxing tax imcendives.

{iakley says her career has evalved
with a concentration an real estate
emverging crganically fron a more
peneral finamce focas,

She antribwates her seccess, in part, 1o
the attention she received ot an early

“Yau learn so much at the
closing table, but that
doesn't happen amymare.”

stage im her career. °1 had aterrthc
mentor wh gave me a lot of keway 1o
build my practice,” Oakley says.
Cakley had opparturdties carly
it her career o antend chasings of
large transactions and sit in on
callls, and she belleves those wore
irvatuable experiences. "Yoa learn
soomuch at the closing table, but that
doesnl happen anymore. Virtually
all dhasings are remate. Bverything is
aver videoconferance or ensail, Newer
atlarneys may never gel asked 1o "gel
an a call’ now 1hat many attorneys are
working rensotely and carat walk
doren the hall”™

JENNIFER E. OLLINGTON

Deputy Director, MetroWest Legal Services, Framingham

Southwestern Law School

enmifer E. Ollinglon discovered ber

passion for immigration low whils

doirg legal ald work as a paralegal
in Los Angees.

[ heaee borunnd prowiding direct
represenlalion b immigrants exiremely
resranling and my specialty has always
boen in represemting imvmagrant survivors
of domestic vialence andd other crines in
thiear immigration process,” she svs.

Indeed, whien she staried af Metro¥est
in 2007 to do family law work, itdsdo’t yet
have & inamdgration wnit. Mow, dearks 1o
mew funding ansd Ollington's efforts, five
attorneys and throe pﬂrﬂ]cgi]s. work an
such cases. Fventually, she transitioned
to exclusively daing immigration
mrbiers and b represented more than
T clients. She became director of the
unit in 2018 and deputy director of the
crganteation five years later. During
her thme with MiteoWast, she his
implemented a Juvenile Immigrant Redied
Praject in Framingham’ public schoals
and munaged implementation of the
Alighan Inmmigration Assistance Progect,

Cllington fashioned an angoing
training program for the atiomeys
Who wclrlocdm ll'mlmmlmﬂm mnifat

||:|k.|rrnad., m:ppnded and accountable
Leading by example, she

|2-lbuk
P% a sucgisdul culture wherein these

“| have just gained a lot of
insparation from my clients and
their ability 1o keap with the

process ... It does halp to put your
o life in perspective ™

af thie wnik wene e to L successha
in chitaining legal status {or their dients.
Cllington is driven by the coarage
afthe immigrants whose inferests she
represinils.
“Theeyy ase often separated from their
children H'umug_hmll thils [mu-.u,"
shee sy, "1 have just gained alot of
Inspiration fram mw clients and their

atulity Il:-knq:lmm Ihepnxm!nliw}

Ihe|r d'.lld'rr:n. Ttdoes Iu'l.l'l i pen your
awen lifi i perspective”

— Bavid Baugher

LAauren F. OLANOFF

Partner, Egan, Flanagan & Cohen, Springfield

Tilare University School of Law

hilke a sobo practitioner,

Laugers F Clavsaff recalls

taking & hard Ene on a case
that eventually resulted in 2 settlement
Cmie it was officially over, opposing
caunsel was #0 imvpressed with her work,
thay carne up with a different kind of
offer.

“That’s hone | gal mry starl al Egan,
Fanzgan & Cahen,” recalls Clanafl, who
baas spenit 11 years with the iom and
made pariner in 2019,

Last year, Olanod recovered more
than £3 million for clients in trials and
smllements amd Uhis yesar, she was numed
chiel operaling officer when: she led the
firnys trassitiom fram ils legacy practice
management software o a new cload-
based platform. She's also been designing
and implementing frm and litigation
praclce slandards dnd proceduri

CHancd, whio was barn and raised i
West Springfield, was lapped in 2023 by
the f.‘upru'n! Judicidd Court $o lead the
Clients' Security Board. She also sits on
the board of Hampden County Lawyers
For Justice. Primarily a defense atiorney at
oo time, she stll uses those deills in her
carparake [igation role ioday: She says
shws gomfortable in the cosrtroem

“1like trying <ases. 1 like helping
dlients from start o fisish. dhe zys,
“What [ say bo my pariners is thal the
mezon | like my job =0 muach is that every

" ik helping clients fram start to
firigh. ... I'm never doing the same
thing apain and apain,
and | really enjoy that.”

day s different in this field. 'm newer
d.mng_ the same I:'hlng again and again and
I really enjay that”

Ullanoff says trial experience remains
vital o her succes.

“I'm alle o use thal every day,” she
says. "1'm alde b give chents advice from
thie perspesciive of whal a case s gaing
Ly bk liboe anmd mveeal aal Crial. I'm nid
just booking to setile & case to get il aver
with, 191 really truly think it is & cise
that cught b go 1o trial, I'm ot afrald of
that”

— David Hnng'?mr

NicoLe R.G. Pnnum

Principal, Law Dffice of Nicole Paguin, Newton

Suffolk University Law Schaol

icole B Paquin i dedicated o
giving ber clients a voice in the
couart spsiem.

"[These are| regular, everyday people
who are just trying i do their best neesd
beelpy” shee saps. “Whether you are lalking
ahoiat prdinary immigrants or crdinary
parents wiso ane just trying to do their
st under the circumstances and try In
beaild a better lite Bor their family. [ think
that i= the common theme”

Padquin gets to dedl with both in
raning her cwn practice, which she
fousded in 2019, Ad private cownsel
far the CPCS Children and Family Law
Appellate Panel. shve represents chil dren
and parents in appeals regarding care and
profection matkers. The other aspect of
beer prac tice sees her helping non- cilzens
and famdies in status and ssuralization
ases.

Paquin has served & chair of the
Massachuselts Bar Association’s Access
o Jrsstice Section Council since 2023,
She formerly held positions in the MBA
inc uding beadership fellow and direcior-
at-large far the Young Lawyers Division.
shie has been part of the Womens
Bar Asscciation’s Amicws Commibiss
gince 2020 ui i=a uurre-m meenber

d S FRTIE
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Commiltes.

“So eany pecple come fo ve Unifed

WwWWw.psh.com

“I really feal honored ta help
peopie realizs that dream of being
able to come to the United States

and build a life together,”

Slalies in a variety of ways s they want
to prowide the best possible fubere for
thsmsehves and their family!” says Paquin.
“1 really fesd hanared %o be able to hep
people realize that dreans of being able 10
cenfriet b Thee Ulnibed States, be abde to stay
Im the Linited States or bring their family
b the Uinited States so they can woek and
live bere and build a life together”

shi also takes preat pride in ber work
with CPCS cases,

a}lubhc d.:lender far the child ar the

parenl om the appeal” she says.
—David Baigher
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